
 
Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
European Commission 
Brussels  
Belgium  
 
Cc. Vice-President Vĕra Jourová 
 

Strasbourg, 27 November 2019 
 
 
Dear President Von Der Leyen, 
 
Ever since the Panama Papers leak exposed the people closest to Prime Minister Joseph 
Muscat to be knee-deep in corruption and money laundering, I have called on the European 
Commission to do more to restore the rule of law in Malta.  
 
Until yesterday, Konrad Mizzi (former Minister) and Keith Schembri (former Chief of Staff of 
the Prime Minister), the Prime Minister’s closest associates continued to hold the highest posts 
in Malta’s government despite the overwhelming evidence in the pub lic domain of their 
involvement in serious criminal activity.  
 
Revelation after revelation, Joseph Muscat has protected them.  
 
Their crimes did not stop at corruption and money laundering. On 16 October 2017, 
investigative journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia was assassinated to stop her from exposing 
more.  
  
Now, the Prime Minister’s Office, has been implicated in that assassination.1  
 
The Prime Minister’s former Chief of Staff is currently under arrest and is reportedly being 
questioned both about the corruption scandals that Daphne Caruana Galizia was killed to stop 
her from exposing, as well as for ties to the assassination itself.  
 
Reports have emerged that Keith Schembri, who was heading the Prime Minster’s office until 
yesterday, kept Yorgen Fenech - another individual being interrogated in relation with Daphne 
Caruana Galizia’s murder - informed on the progress of the assassination investigation and was 
in contact with Mr Fenech immediately preceding Mr Fenech’s attempt to flee the country.2  
 
Malta is on the precipice.  
 

                                              
1 https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/keith-schembri-and-yorgen-fenechs-doctor-both-under-arrest.752986 
2 https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/yorgen-fenech-was-in-regular-phone-contact-with-keith-schembri-
sources.752863 



 
That the Maltese Prime Minister should hold on to power under these circumstances is insane.  
It prejudices the investigation into his closest associates and gives rise to the suspicion that he 
could use the State apparatus to protect himself and his colleagues.  
 
A government that murders its own citizens has absolutely no place in the European Union.  
 
The European Union has a duty to bring Malta back from the brink and to use every possible 
tool provided in the Treaties to ensure that Malta complies with values listed in Article 2 of the 
Treaty. Steps must be taken immediately to restore the rule of law.  
 
I call on you, at this crucial juncture in Malta’s history, to stand with the Maltese people.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Casa MEP  
European Parliament Quaestor  
Member of the European Parliament Bureau  


