


 

Dear	Hon.	Scicluna,	

	

The	Maltese	National	Youth	Council	(KNŻ)	has,	as	it	has	done	every	year	for	the	past	few	

years,	prepared	a	number	of	Pre-Budget	Proposals	for	the	upcoming	2021	Budget.		

	

Such	proposals	are	the	product	of	weeks	of	in-house	deliberation,	ongoing	discussions	

with	our	Member	Organisations	and	data	collection	from	youths	throughout	Malta	and	

Gozo.	This	preparation	was	undertaken	to	truly	capture	the	voice	of	Maltese	and	Gozitan	

youth	 willing	 and	 able	 to	 participate	 in	 the	 democratic	 processes	 of	 our	 country,	

participation	which	 the	 Council	 adamantly	 believes	 should	 be	 present	 in	 all	 facets	 of	

policy	 creation.	 The	 importance	 of	 a	 youth	 dimension	 in	 all	 policies	 cannot	 be	

understated,	 and	 in	 the	 same	 manner	 with	 which	 the	 Council	 expects	 the	 proposals	

hereunder	 to	 be	 considered	 by	 the	 Ministry,	 that	 any	 and	 all	 upcoming	 policies	 are	

complimented	with	a	youth	dimension.	

	

The	impact	of	Covid-19	on	the	socio-economic	situation	of	the	country	and	its	citizens	

cannot	be	understated,	and	it	is	to	this	end	that	the	Council	envisages	a	society	which	can	

transcend	 differences	 and	 come	 together	 for	 a	 time	 of	 recovery.	 Such	 a	 collaboration	

cannot	be	limited	only	to	the	sphere	of	relevant	stakeholders	to	a	particular	policy,	but	

rather,	the	Council	is	of	the	opinion	that	increased	inter-office	collaboration	between	the	

Ministries	 and	 Parliamentary	 Secretariats	 of	 the	 present,	 and	 future	 executives,	 is	

necessary	to	facilitate	the	proper	implementation	of	the	proposals	hereunder	as	well	as	

broader	National	Policies	and	Strategies.		

	

The	Council	trusts	that	the	proposals	hereunder	will	serve	as	an	adequate	display	of	the	

current	youth	sentiment	and	desire	moving	forward	to	the	2021	Budget,	and	hopes	to	be	

included	as	a	relevant	stakeholder	in	the	upcoming	deliberations.	

	

	



 

1.	Health	
	

Mental	Health	
	

a. To	ensure	the	allocation	of	adequate	resources	for	the	provision	of	out-patient	mental	

health	care	in	Mater	Dei	Hospital	year-round,	in	accordance	with	the	Mental	Health	

Strategy.	

	

b. To	 subsidise	 mental	 health	 first	 aid	 courses	 in	 schools	 and	 create	 guidelines	 for	

standardised	mental	health	education	for	primary,	secondary	and	tertiary	levels	of	

education	to	 follow,	aimed	at	educating	youth	against	the	stigmatisation	of	mental	

health	issues	from	an	early	age.		

	

c. To	provide	awareness	on	the	provision	of	counselling	in	all	levels	of	the	educational	

system,	which	would	 ensure	 that	 youths	 are	 aware	 of	 services	 relating	 to	mental	

health	and	how	to	approach	them	without	fear	of	judgement	or	social	isolation.	

	

d. To	 improve	 the	 present	 help	 available	 by	 bettering	 the	 infrastructure	 in	 Mount	

Carmel	Mental	Hospital,	increasing	investment	in	Community	Mental	Health	Clinics	

and	creating	a	new	one	of	the	latter	in	the	Northern	Region	of	Malta.		

	

Sexual	Health	
	

a. To	revisit	the	National	Sexual	Health	Strategy	with	adequate	programmes	for	2020,	

with	age	appropriate	outreach,	educational	and	informative	elements	sustaining	the	

written	policy.		

	

b. To	facilitate	affordable	HIV	treatments	and	HIV	related	medication	as	well	as	ease	

access	to	such	treatments	in	Gozo.	

	

c. To	allocate	further	resources	to	improve	the	functioning	of	the	GU	Clinic	at	Mater	Dei	

Hospital.	

	



 

d. To	 further	 invest	 in	 educational	 campaigns	 on	 and	 adequate	 facilities	 to	 address	

sexual	health	and	reproductive	rights.	

	

2.	Education,	Employment	&	Housing		
	

a. To	waive	fees	for	all	local,	EU	and	EEA	applicants	pursuing	post-graduate	education	

at	tertiary	educational	institutions	in	Malta.	

	

b. To	facilitate	the	introduction	of	robust	age-appropriate	civic	education	schemes	in	all	

primary	and	secondary	schools	throughout	Malta	and	Gozo,	together	with	a	‘train	the	

trainer’	programme	and	annual	CPD	sessions	for	educators	on	the	topic.	

	

c. To	extend	the	stipend	and	maintenance	grant	scheme	to	all	students	who	undertook	

employment	of	longer	than	20	hours	weekly	during	the	study	period	and	have	had	

their	 employment	 hampered	 by	 restrictions	 arising	 out	 of	 Covid-19	 related	

directives.	

	

d. To	consider	the	social	security	currently	being	paid	by	youths	under	the	age	of	18	as	

contributing	towards	the	amount	of	work	necessary	for	them	to	be	eligible	to	receive	

a	pension.		

	

e. To	recognise	that	it	might	be	financially	difficult	for	youth	to	continue	their	studies	

and	maintain	 themselves	 at	 the	 same	 time,	 and	 in	 light	 of	 this,	 have	 the	National	

Insurance	 to	 be	 paid	 by	 youth	 students	 in	 tertiary	 educative	 institutions	who	 are	

engaged	 in	 part-time	 employment	 during	 the	 study	 period	 covered	 by	 the	

government.	

	

f. To	 eliminate	 unpaid	 traineeships	 and	 internships	 through	 a	 facilitation	 program	

wherein	employers	hiring	interns	and	trainees	may	apply	for	subsidisation	to	partly	

offset	added	expenses.	

	



 

g. To	set	the	same	beneficial	7.5%	income	tax	rate	for	income	derived	from	employment	

in	Sporting	Activities	for	an	individual	who	derives	income	from	a	full-time	or	part-

time	 Artistic	 Activity,	 recognised	 by	 the	 Arts	 Council,	 that	 is	 practiced	 wholly	 or	

mainly	in	Malta.	This	is	to	include	work	done	for	the	stage	and	film	that	will	include	

the	Production	team,	Performers	and	the	Backstage	Crew.	

	

h. To	expand	and	improve	services	tied	to	housing	assistance,	 in	particular	by	better	

integrating	employment-related	incentives	and	services.	

	

3.	Environment	&	Infrastructure	
	

a. To	 compliment	 the	 current	 restructuring	 of	 Maltese	 and	 Gozitan	 roads	 with	

appropriate	sustainability	practices,	as	are	 the	 implementation	of	better	and	safer	

bicycle	lanes	and	solar	panelled	street	lamps	to	provide	an	environmentally	friendly	

source	of	transport	and	lighting	respectively.		

	

b. To	provide	economic	incentives	for	rainwater	harvesting	and	greywater	recycling	to	

reduce	water	consumption	by	households	and	industries.	 	

	

c. To	 introduce	 a	 carbon	 tax	 to	 balance	 the	 increase	 of	 emissions	 recorded	 in	 the	

Maltese	Islands.	

	

d. To	introduce	of	‘smart	traffic	lights’	to	facilitate	traffic	management,	with	preferential	

treatment	being	given	to	public	modes	of	transportation.	

	

4.	Gozo	
	

a. To	introduce	a	multi-modal	ticketing	system	for	public	transport	services	(Tallinja	&	

Gozo	Channel	Ferries).	

	

b. To	construct	youth	centres	and	sport	centres	in	Gozo	with	all	necessary	services	and	

equipment	to	function	properly.	

	



 

c. To	hasten	the	completion	of	a	National	Public	Pool	in	Gozo	and	ensure	that	access	is	

unrestricted.	

	

d. To	set	up	a	permanent	GU	clinic	in	the	Gozo	General	Hospital.	

	

5.	Voluntary	Sector	
	

a. To	qualify	donations	given	to	registered	Voluntary	Organisations	as	tax	deductible,	

as	is	the	current	state	for	donations	given	to	the	Malta	Community	Chest	Fund,	with	

appropriate	Anti-Money	Laundering	safeguards	in	place	to	prevent	abuse.	

	

b. To	 create	 a	 Diversity	 Hub	 in	Malta	 &	 Gozo	 that	will	 welcome	 organisations	 from	

different	socio-economic,	religious,	cultural,	sexual	and	gender	backgrounds	to	foster	

greater	collaboration,	ensure	that	Voluntary	Organisations	have	a	space	to	operate	

and	sustain	the	good	work	such	organisations	are	doing.	

	

c. To	allocate	funding	for	registered	Voluntary	Organisations	undertaking	work	within	

the	field	of	journalism	to	strengthen	such	a	pillar	of	democracy.	

	

6.	Recognition	of	Civil	Liberties	&	Inclusion	
	

a. To	 ensure	 adequate	 maintenance	 of	 public	 latrines	 as	 well	 as	 the	 building	 /	 re-

designating	of	more	gender-neutral	public	lavatories.	

	

b. To	allocate	further	resources	to	the	Hate	Crime	&	Speech	Unit	in	its	tackling	of	online	

abuse.	

	

c. To	 introduce	 a	 “cohabitation”	 tax	 bracket	 for	 cohabitants	 who	 share	 in	 direct	

ownership	of	the	residential	home,	granting	certain	benefits	currently	restricted	to	

the	“married”	tax	bracket.		

	

d. To	develop	the	parasport	movement	in	Malta	&	Gozo	through	further	investment	in	

early	development.	


